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MainStreet’s Monthly Member Spotlight:

Sister Maureen Byrne

Sister Maureen Byrne is a newly appointed
member of the Venice MainStreet board of
directors. She was born in Newark, New Jer-
sey and moved to the St. Pete, Florida area in
1957. The wise move to Venice occurred in
1987. A school sister of Notre Dame, she
taught at Epiphany Catholic School from
1987 through 1993. She taught evervthing,
but mostly art classes from Kindergarten
through Eighth Grade. A lot of her time was
engaged with youth and young adult groups.
She became an artist retailer in 1994, renting
studio shops in various locations, before she
settled in at her Stillpointe Studio at 227 W.
Miami Avenue. A Participant in Sarasota
County Arts Council’s, Arts in Education
program, she was recruited to help with the
Student Art Show of the Venice MainStreet
Art Fest. Since 1993, she has been teaching
“Clay Mania” at the Venice Area Art Center.
The Gulf Coast Journal, hosted by Jack Per-
kins on WEDU, did a spotlight story on her
as an artist. You can now catch her in re-
runs. You are encouraged to visit her in her
charming shop off the breezeway and view
her artwork along with other local artists.
She is enthusiastic about working with the
MainStreet program.

VMS What’s Happening

Design Committee met and reviewed future
needs for downtown. Some of our downtown
banners are showing their age and will have to
be replaced. Consideration of buying fresh bows
for candy canes used to decorate Centennial
Park. Discussion will be held with the city on
possible replacement of the 2 noel signs for an-
other lighted design. We are contacting the City
to discuss design and placement of bike racks in
the downtown area. We have acquired additional
VMS designation signs and will work with city
on placement for those.

Marketing Committee is working on the reprint
of our directory for early spring. Only those
members in good standing at that time will be
included. Original advertisers will be given first
call on renewing their ads before it is offered to
VMS membership. VMS merchandise is avail-
able for placement in member’s stores. Merchan-
dise sales are used to further the mission of
VMS. If you are willing to sell for VMS, please
contact the office. A new item is being planned
for this summer. A VMS community calendar is
in the works. The committee believes this will be
a very popular seller for visitors and residents
alike. Place mats utilizing beautiful photographs
of our area are also in the works.

Economic Restructuring Committee meets
monthly to study the economic impacts of deci-
sions being made that affect our area. Promo-
tions committee is starting a parking program to
help educate our members and their employees
about keeping parking open for clients and cus-
tomers. They will be offering a Parking Pledge
program. We will wait for results of that pro-
gram before considering future recommendations
to the City.
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